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out-of-door occupations were interrupted, he would take once
more to books. On one of these occasions he seems to have
revived for a while his antiquarian tendencies by reading and
making extracts from Blunt's Vestiges of Ancient Manners
and Customs in Italy and Sicily. But the books were ex-
changed for the saddle when the weather suited again.

The letters written during these fox-hunting years to his
brother Kenneth, then in the East Indies, abound with grave
moral sentences on the duty of submission to our lot, and
the necessity for economy and care when our means are
small! Yet they teem with tender affection, and show their
writer to have had an earnest love for his brother, with the
fullest interest in all that concerned him. The solicitude
with which he appears to have watched over a little niece
confided to his care and that of his wife, and the almost
fatherly delight with which he recounts all her ways and
her progress, betoken great tenderness of heart, with much
considerate feeling in the way of showing his kindness.

His wife had from the first truly perceived that at bot-
tom there lay in Murchison something more than the char-
acter of a mere Mmrod. It was needful that his overflowing
animal spirits and bodily activity should find adequate outlet,
but she fully believed that when these parts of his nature
had in some measure spent themselves, the higher part of
his character would come to the surface. If he really had
any more intellectual tendencies than were required for fox-
hunting, he must needs in the end get tired of such unremit-
ting application to that pursuit, and then those tendencies
would be sure to claim a hearing from him. And so it
came to pass.

Forty years after the time at which we are now arrived,e work done by each of the twelve
